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August 23, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Strive to Survive”
Shall we pray …

Last Sabbath we read the following scripture and I want to lead off with it.

Psalm 49:20 “Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish.”  
‘Man that is in honor.’ We are talking about the value or worth which God associates with us; is measured by the sacrifice of Jesus. This should cause us to fear God and have characters like God, or we will be like the beasts that perish. You might say, “how is it possible to have characters like God?” It has to be possible because Jesus has commanded it in Matthew 5:48 “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” And in 1 Peter 1:16 “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. Can we reach character perfection and be holy? Can we do all things through Christ which gives us the strength? Are we striving or are we preferring compromise because it’s easier?
According to the Jesuits web site, on June 11, 2014 — President Barack Obama had named Jesuit Father Thomas J. Reese as the newest member of the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), which serves as an advisory panel to the federal government on protecting religious freedom here and abroad. Three others on the board are also Roman Catholic. This is almost laughable; President Obama, honoring a Roman Catholic Jesuit to a post that is to protect religious freedom here and abroad. Yet it is the Jesuits who have been so busy for decades to destroy religious freedom in America.

Revelation 13:8 “And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” We are in that time when this phase of papal history is being realized. If Christ is not at the very center of your worship, and if He is not the purpose and meaning for your life, then the worship is by default, the worship of the anti-Christ beast power. God’s true people must be separate from the world, having crucified the flesh. We read Paul’s words in Galatians 2:20
“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 

Except for those whose names have not been blotted out of the Lamb’s book of life, everyone else in the world regardless of their worship persuasion, are inclusive in those nine words, “All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him.” The first beast in Revelation 13 may be alluding to the Papacy, but the real him that is being worshipped is Satan, the one who gave the Papacy his seat, power and authority.

Many popes have come and gone, but Satan is yet the enduring power behind the beast. The National Sunday law will come in and the stage will have been set. Six of the nine Supreme Court justices are Roman Catholic, while the majority religion in both houses of Congress is Roman Catholic. Four of the nine members of the commission to protect religious liberty are Roman Catholic.


The fact is that the Jesuit controlled CIA and NSA has the most advanced intelligence gathering agency and let us not forget that Rome never changes.

GC 565.1 God’s Prophet Says, “The Constitution of the United States guarantees liberty of conscience. Nothing is dearer or more fundamental. Pope Pius IX, in his Encyclical Letter of August 15, 1854, said: `The absurd and erroneous doctrines or ravings in defense of liberty of conscience are a most pestilential error--a pest, of all others, most to be dreaded in a state.' The same pope, in his Encyclical Letter of December 8, 1864, anathematized `those who assert the liberty of conscience and of religious worship,' also 'all such as maintain that the church may not employ force.'  

     "The pacific tone of Rome in the United States does not imply a change of heart. She is tolerant where she is helpless. Says Bishop O'Connor: 'Religious liberty is merely endured until the opposite can be carried into effect without peril to the Catholic world.'. . . The archbishop of St. Louis once said: 'Heresy and unbelief are crimes; and in Christian countries, as in Italy and Spain, for instance, where all the people are Catholics, and where the Catholic religion is an essential part of the law of the land, they are punished as other crimes.'” {GC 564.5}  
Luke 13:24 says “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” What does the word strive mean? In the 1828 Noah Webster’s dictionary it gives the following meanings. To make efforts; to use exertions; to endeavor with earnestness; to contend; to struggle in opposition to another. That agrees with Strong’s Concordance which says “to struggle, literally (to compete for a prize), figuratively (to contend with an adversary), or (to endeavor to accomplish something):--fight, labor fervently, strive.”
In Genesis 6:3 Moses wrote, “And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, …”

So Luke 13:24 says “Strive to enter in at the strait gate:” We are to endeavor with earnestness, to enter in at the strait gate.

Luke 13:24 then says, “for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.”  Why will many seek entrance and not be able?

Matthew 7:13 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide [is] the gate, and broad [is] the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:”  The answer according to Matthew is that they choose the broad way oblivious to the consequences of their choice. They want religion to be pleasant with no cross, nothing to disrupt their comfort zone. They want salvation in sin. They want the world and Jesus.
The command is “Enter ye in …” We are not to delay or procrastinate, putting off for a future date that which should be a high priority today. Tomorrow is not guaranteed, now is the time for salvation. Because of a cherished sin or idol, we say, “I am going to give this up soon, maybe when it’s more convenient, but not just yet.” 
For example there are flesh eating SDA’s who are fully aware that there are animals taken to slaughter filled with chemicals that were to make them grow faster and other drugs to combat diseases. In spite of the warnings in the S.O.P. regarding the danger of flesh eating, one rationalizes that maybe someday, but not just yet. Brothers and sisters, that’s not striving to enter in at the strait gate, that’s gambling, that’s serving the god of appetite.

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: …” The word strait is from the Greek word stenos which means narrow, (narrow from obstacles standing close about). This means that we must struggle through the restrictions that hinder an easy passage. So we have obstacles all about us, but we must press on the narrow way and into the gate.  “Enter ye in at the strait gate: …” The word gate is from the Greek word pule (Poo-lay) meaning the leaf or wing of a folding entrance (literally or figuratively):--gate. 
However I believe the gate here is speaking of Jesus who said in John 10:9, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, …” Do you see that Jesus is the door or gate that mankind must strive to enter in. 

John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Jesus is the Gate, He is the Door. But we must understand that there is no accommodation for perverted appetite or idols we ignorantly worship.
The narrow presses hard against you. It does not accommodate the unsanctified for it is a strict way. If you want easy, you take the broad way. But if you desire the ultimate prize of eternal life, you strive to survive; you press on through the obstacles and enter the strait gate. The narrow way makes no exceptions for appetite, for dress, for unwholesome speech.

Matthew 7:14 “Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow [is] the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.” These last six words, few there be that find it, should be sufficient for us to realize that compromise can carry a very heavy cost.

The gospel truth is clear, it is easy to see and it is not hidden from view. God does not hide from us the truth of His will for us. We read this in 2nd Corinthians 4:3, 4 “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”  The gospel is hid because of lack of faith. But the gospel is filled with clear directions, like signposts, so that we need not fall off the narrow path.


Those who travel the broad way do so because they believe there is safety in large numbers. They trust the crowd and that is who they choose to frolic with, believing they are on the right way. They fail to comprehend what Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, …” He is the only way.  While on this point I must bring up an important failing of many of our people today. We need to be so careful as it is another of Satan’s traps. I am speaking of man worship. You say I would never do that, but many do. Well what do I mean? Whenever we put any man up on a pedestal because of his abilities and God given talent, we are into man worship. No man, I don’t care if we are talking about Mark Findley or C.D. Broooks or Doug Batchelor or any other Seventh-day Adventist of even lesser notoriety, do not speak of the man with any adoration. Speak of his message for it comes from God, but we should not revere the man under any circumstance as he is no more important in God’s sight than the man who cleans the toilets. We know them by their fruits. The S.O.P says, “Many a star that we have admired for its brilliance will then go out in darkness.”--PK 188 (c. 1914). There is only one man that has walked in this vale of tears that should ever be lifted up.
Acts 4:12 “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” There is no other name. Let us be most careful on this point.
Matthew 1:21
“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.” Once again, Jesus is the door; He is the strait gate. Few find it because few desire to exercise unreserved faith to live at liberty from sin. We are to be steadfast in loyalty to the principles involved, void of pride and every Satanic characteristic.
Rather God’s faithful ones will be continually pressing hard on the narrow way, striving to enter through the strait gate especially now in the closing moments of this final generation. 

We are warned in Rev. 12:17 that Satan went to make war with the remnant. Brothers and sisters, let me be candid for a moment; we are in a fight for our eternal lives, and yet with all the commands and directions that have been given us here on the front lines of the battle, we take our ease believing that we can lay down our idols, our character faults and perverted appetites at any time. We know the Christian world labors under enormous deceptions; but could we be self-deceived? Could it be that we think we are striving when we may be compromising? Satan wins in every compromise. There is no glory to our Savior when we prolong for a future tomorrow, that which we should have been victorious over in a distant yesterday.

God has a work for us to accomplish. He gives us the Light and the Power to do that work. He calls for us to make haste, because the gate will soon be shut. The struggle to enter the gate will be futile, when the gate is shut. Whatever our struggle is yet to be, we must always remember that we are in a prolonged war begun in heaven that has raged over six thousand years and we are not to grow weary of the fight.
2 Timothy 2:3, 4 “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of [this] life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” It says we are to endure hardness as a good soldier. The world is constantly pulling at us, to eat like the world eats, to dress like the world dresses, to play like the world plays and to talk like the world talks. The fact is that we cannot get caught up in the world’s nonsense at this time for that is a divided loyalty and if one has a divided loyalty; God says I never knew you.
Why would we give loyalty to the angry dragon who hates us, rather than an undivided loyalty to the God who loves us?

We must strive lawfully as we want God’s blessings and we want eternal life, let us each ask ourselves why do I refuse to strive lawfully?

2 Timothy 2:5 “And if a man also strive for masteries, [yet] is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.”
Where do we refuse to strive lawfully you may ask? Let me ask you this. Did God give us 8 laws of health through His prophet? Yes He did. Are the 8 laws suggestions or are they commands? They are commands. You see the 144,000 will be those who have obeyed all of God’s moral and health laws. Which one of the eight might we be failing to follow? I suggest intemperance as a primary failing point for many of us, and often it is a constant stumbling block.
It’s very easy to be a slave to appetite, even when the food we consume is of the healthful variety. I am not talking about the quality of the food; rather the quantity is the problem. In Child Guidance Page 399.1, God’s Prophet Says,“In nine cases out of ten there is more danger of eating too much than too little. . . . There are many sick who suffer from no disease. The cause of their sickness is indulgence of appetite. They think that if the food is healthful, they may eat as much as they please. This is a great mistake. Persons whose powers are debilitated should eat a moderate and even limited amount of food. The system will then be enabled to do its work easily and well, and a great deal of suffering will be saved.”  {CG 399.1}  
Someone who is going to run a race that has a single prize for the only winner will be temperate in the quantity of food they eat. Look how Paul instructed us in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they [do it] to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring [it] into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”
Too much food will hinder performance and could cause a miserable, embarrassing finish. Such a one has been defeated by appetite. Jesus conquered appetite so that we would have a perfect example to follow. Through the Spirit of Prophecy, Jesus has given us much instruction to keep our body temples in good health. Let us not set our own rules for our Master has given us what we need to know. Let us not say we are health reformers if we are not, and be preaching to others and could end up being a castaway, a slave to appetite. 

We cannot strive, run or fight if we do not understand where the finish line is. I think too often we say we are striving when we are not denying self, rather procrastinating on what we know we must deny. Many of God’s people have made idols of appetite, idols of fashion, or have an unruly tongue, or many have uncontrolled sexual appetites. 

Our common enemy Satan repeats what he knows to be successful against God’s people. He knows where their weaknesses lie and he brings them into the same temptations again and again so as to weaken their moral powers and claim them as his property. Oh that we would only know and understand the high stakes involved in the fight.

We are to strive and overcome the sins that are holding us in bondage and we must do it now as the strait gate is soon to close. If we were to die suddenly by natural or accidental causes, that gate is shut. Would we have gotten the victory or would Satan have a just claim?


We must strive for the mastery and we must strive today and every moment until our last breath because the beast is on the move!!!!!!!!

I close today with two S.O.P. quotes. For your soul’s sake, listen carefully. 2nd volume, Testimonies to the Church, page 359.1“Satan is constantly seeking to gain control of your bodies and spirits. But Christ has bought you, and you are His property. And now it is for you to work in union with Christ, in union with the holy angels that minister unto you. It is for you to keep the body under and bring it into subjection. Unless you do this you will certainly lose everlasting life and the crown of immortality.”
R & H 5-16-1907 “God will accept nothing less than unreserved surrender. Half-hearted, sinful Christians can never enter heaven. There they would find no happiness; for they know nothing of the high, holy principles that govern the members of the royal family.  {RH, May 16, 1907 par. 1}  

     The true Christian keeps the windows of the soul open heavenward. He lives in fellowship with Christ. His will is conformed to the will of Christ. His highest desire is to become more and more Christlike,  … {RH, May 16, 1907 par. 2}  

     Earnestly and untiringly we are to strive to reach God's ideal for us.”
Where in your own life and experience do you know reform is needed? When do you think that reformation will happen?

Let us pray …

